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 The Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad expresses its concern 
over the resumption of persecution of the faithful in the Russian Federation.  Those persecuted 
by the administration the most, are those who do not support the newly-elected MP Patriarch, 
who cooperated closely with the atheistic communist regime in the USSR and continues to be 
“imbedded in the government” of the current Russian Federation.  We call the unrepentant 
cooperation with the enemies of the church “sergianism,” and believe that the policy of 
conscious cooperation of the faithful with an atheistic government, as described in the 
Declaration of Metropolitan Sergius in 1927, places them outside of the Orthodox Church and 
the pursuit of this course of action to be destructive and political, but not religious.  We do not 
consider Patriarch Kirill to be the lawful, canonical Primate of the entire Russian Orthodox 
Church, just as the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad never recognized any of the patriarchs of 
the Moscow Patriarchate, beginning with Metropolitan Sergius (Stragorodskiy).  We also do not 
consider it permissible for a Church, founded by Christ, to immerse itself in globalism and 
ecumenism, and lead mankind, in our opinion, to complete ruin and catastrophe on a worldwide 
scale.  The resumption of persecution of the faithful in the Russian Federation is one of the signs 
of the return of this government to the totalitarian period of the USSR and is vivid proof of the 
lack of repentance of a large part of the people of the ruinous actions of the global communist 
system.  At the same time, we know that the administration of the Moscow Patriarchate is the 
sole instigator of the persecution of thousands of Orthodox Christians, which, unfortunately, 
causes this administration to resemble an apocalyptical church-harlot. 
 We call upon our faithful flock to pray fervently to our Lord, Jesus Christ, His 
Immaculate Mother and all the saints, so that they may keep our souls unharmed from the 
destructive influences of globalism, ecumenism, and sergianism, and give all of us the strength to 
endure the latest onset of persecution of the Church of Christ. 


